
Frequently Asked Questions: Garages and Accessory Structures  
 

To determine some of the regulations for garage/carport/accessory structures it necessary to ascertain 
what type of lot the structure will be built on and the Zoning District of that lot.  See the background 
section for this FAQ if you do not know this information. 

 
 
Garages and Carports (17.090.030 & .040 Accessory Structures & Uses) 
 
Quantity/Number: Detached garages = 1 per lot for single- & two-family dwellings  
   Attached garages  = regulated under front-loaded “Size” restrictions below  
 
Location/Orientation:  
 
    Setbacks (attached):   Attached garages must meet principal dwelling setbacks 
 
 

Setbacks (detached):  Detached garages and carports are permitted in rear and interior side yards if 
set back 5 feet behind the front building façade. 
 
Interior Side Lot Line  = 4 feet   (or 2 feet with a fire wall)  

    
Rear Lot Line   = 4 feet 

    
Front/corner side Yard = No encroachment allowed expect under the following:  
     

  Detached garages must be accessed from an improved alley if one exists. 
 

Exceptions for lots without alley access: 
1. If garage is accessed from the corner side yard, setback = 20 feet

 
2. If garage is accessed from the front yard, corner side setback = 4 feet 

 
3. Any garage/carport located in the corner side yard must be 5 feet behind 

the front building façade  
 

Properties zoned “R-3C” and “R-4C” must construct garages/carports oriented (facing) and 
accessed from the alley/service drive.  [Section 17.04.050] 



 
Side/Rear-loaded garages attached to the dwelling (attached garages) do not have any width or 
area limitations. [Section 17.08.030 O. Dwellings] 

 
Height: 20’ for Garages/accessory structure (expect for carports)   [Section 17.09.030.A.3. Accessory Structures] 

15’ for Carports (and accessory structures). [Section 17.09.030.K.5. Accessory Structures] 

 
Size: (Area/Width/Footprint) 
 

Front-loaded attached garages are limited to 50% of the width of the front dwelling elevation 
OR 24 feet (whichever is greater). Attached garage width is measured by the width of the door; 
for garages with multiple doors, the distance from the left-most door opening to the right-most 
door opening is used.  [Section 17.08.030 O. Dwellings] 

 
Detached garages/carports cannot exceed the footprint of the principal building (except ag uses 
which are not limited in area) [Section 17.09.030.A.6.].   
 
Carports cannot exceed 22 feet in length. [Section 17.09.030.K.5.] 

 
No specific area requirements exist for both detached garages (garages that are not attached to 
the dwelling) and attached garages; HOWEVER, lot coverage and impervious surface coverage 
percentage restrictions do apply.  Theses coverages vary by zoning district per the table below: 

 

 

 

 
Table 17.04-1 [Section 17.04.030 Dimensional Standards] 

 
Design: 

No accessory structure of any kind may be constructed prior to construction of the principal 
building to which it is accessory.  [Section 17.09.030.A.1.] 

 
Detached Carports are allowed as freestanding structures so long as the property does not have 
a detached garage.  In order to have both a detached garage and a carport the structures must 
be connected.  Carports attached to the principal dwelling are allowed.  [Section 17.09.030.K.1.] 

 
Detached garages must not have living area unless approved as an accessory dwelling unit. 
[Section 17.09.030.K.4.] 
 
Carports must be a permanent structure, entirely open on two sides, and shall be over a 
driveway. [Section 17.09.030.K.5.] 
 



 Only carports in the rear yard can be used for RV storage/parking. [Section 17.09.030.K.5.] 
 
Properties zoned “R-3C” and “R-4C” are subject to the design regulations of 4.5 Design 
Standards.  See the online code for these requirements. 

 
  http://clerkshq.com/default.ashx?clientsite=davenport-ia   
 

Accessory Structures 

Accessory Structures have the same regulations as Garages and Carports as stated above, except for the 
following: 
 
In no case may an accessory structure (which is not a garage/carport) encroach into the front or corner 
side yard.  [Section 17.09.030. A.c.] 
 
No limitation on the number of accessory structures (excluding garages/carports) exists; however, as 
described above and in the “background” section below, lot and impervious surface coverage rules 
apply.  [See specific district tables for Dimensional Standards] 
 
Background: 
 
What is my property zoned? 

See the City Zoning Map at this link: 
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1 

 
Where can I go to find my lot size/area? 

The Scott County Assessor has this information on their website:  

https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/parcels 
 
  

http://clerkshq.com/default.ashx?clientsite=davenport-ia
https://davenportiowa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8ee7347728184fa1999dd5d7cf8819b1
https://www.scottcountyiowa.com/parcels


What is my lot configuration? 
Front, Corner lot, reverse side corner lot, etc., see below: 

 
 
How are lot and impervious surface coverages defined and calculated? 

 

 
 
 


